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Odonata news and events from across the vice counties of 

Anglesey, Merionethshire, Caernarvonshire, Denbighshire and Flintshire
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Despite the excellent weather for dragonflies this flight season I haven’t been as active as usual, partly from being away quite a lot. However, records have continued to be sent in by others and these will be entered into the North Wales Dragonflies dataset in due course. These records, unfortunately, will be too late to contribute to the new British and Irish atlas that was due out this year. A more realistic publication target of early 2014 will now be realized. There isn’t any staggeringly important news to report for 2013 so far and no migrants have been picked up for North Wales as far as I know.

A new species for Cors Bodgynydd 
Rhion Pritchard has added a new species to the list of odonates found at North Wales Wildlife Trust’s Cors Bodgynydd in the Gwydyr Forest, bringing the total number of species seen there to 17. On the 16th July Rhion came across two male Orthetrum cancellatum (Black-tailed Skimmer) and sent me the photo below as proof. They were at the small mining reservoir on the west side of the reserve known as Llyn Bodgynydd Bach. After reaching North Wales around 2000, the species is now fairly widespread but localised across the region.
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Male Orthetrum cancellatum resting on Sphagnum at Cors Bodgynydd Bach, 16th July 2013. Photo Rhion Pritchard.
Is it a Brown Hawker?
In March 2009 I wrote an article about the dubious records of Aeshna grandis (Brown Hawker) from the western parts of North Wales (North Wales Dragonfly Newsletter No. 29). I was then of the opinion, and still am, that most, if not all of the few records of grandis were of female Aeshna juncea (Common or Moorland Hawker) as photos or dead specimens sent in all proved to be the latter species. The wings of juncea are commonly slightly suffused with an amber coloration and the females are overall brown. This leads to confusion in flight with both sexes of the A. grandis. Occurrences are known from North Wales were the wings of female juncea are strongly suffused with brown so that records of Brown Hawker away from its stronghold in the eastern parts of North Wales, and without the support of photographs or specimens, should be treated with extreme caution. Adrienne Stratford has recently sent in photographs that highlight this problem. She caught the adult female aeshnid in a garden mist net at Rhostryfan [SH4957] on the 12 September while catching meadow pipits; its wings are as amber as seen in any Brown Hawker. 
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Female Aeshna juncea with amber-suffused wings, Rhostryfan, 12th September 2013. Photos Adrienne Stratford.

She states: ‘I was quite excited because, with the amber-brown wings, I assumed it must be a Brown Hawker, but on comparing my photos with the book, I wasn't convinced. The yellow/green bits seem too many and too large? I don't think the brown of the wings has come out too well on the photos - they were uniformly the colour of freshly-brewed tea, except the thin yellow leading edge on each wing.’ She rightly focuses on the two features which readily separate female juncea from grandis. The costal or leading veins of the wings are yellow in juncea and brown in grandis. Female juncea also have conspicuous yellow dorsal spots along the segments of the abdomen; Brown Hawkers only have these on the sides where they are not as large as those of Common Hawker.
Coincidentally, a male Brown Hawker did turn up recently at the RSPB Ynys Hir reserve on the south side of the Dovey at Eglwysfach, Machynlleth, and made the BBC news website on the 14th September as it was a new species for the reserve. The Warden, Russell Jones, sent me a copy of the photo: 
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Male Aeshna grandis, Ynys Hir Reserve, Powys in September. Photo sent by Russell Jones.
Studies in other North Wales aeshnids (Hawkers)
I’ve had a number of excellent photos of aeshnid dragonflies sent in recently by Eiffion Griffiths and Sue Loose that I would like to share with you. Hawkers, our largest dragonflies, are ‘flyers’ and therefore rest in a vertical manner as with the Brown Hawker above, not more or less horizontally as in the case of the ‘perchers’ which need to be always on the alert to catch passing insects. Hawker females oviposit alone into dead plant tissue or wood at or above the water surface whereas percher females tend to oviposit either attached to the male or with the male guarding.

Eiffion observed these Migrant Hawkers (Aeshna mixta) doing their thing at Rhuddlan Nature Reserve on the 27th August. 
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Male Aeshna mixta in flight, Rhuddlan NR, 27th August 2013. Photo Eiffion Griffiths.
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Male Aeshna mixta, Rhuddlan NR, 27th August 2013. Photo Eiffion Griffiths.
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Female Aeshna mixta, ovipositing in a log, Ruddlan NR, 27th August 2013. Photo Eiffion Griffiths.

Sue observed these Migrant Hawker at Bryn Lane reserve, Wrexham Industrial Estate in late September. She states ‘The place was buzzing with migrant and brown hawkers and common darters; all 3 species were ovipositing. Great site! I estimate about a dozen migrant hawkers M/F split, 10+ common darters more males on show and 3 female brown hawkers ovipositing. Probably a lot more of each species but I found it hard even counting the ponds!’
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Ovipositing female Aeshna mixta, Bryn Lane, Wrexham Industrial Estate, late September 2013. Photo Sue Loose.
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Copulating Aeshna mixta, Bryn Lane, Wrexham Industrial Estate, late September 2013. Photo Sue Loose.
Sue has also sent in these splendid shots of Southern Hawker Aeshna cyanea that she took recently at the Wood Skills Centre at Bodfari.
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Male Aeshna cyanea, Wood Skills Centre, Bodfari, September 2013. Photo Sue Loose.

[image: image14.jpg]



Male Aeshna cyanea, Wood Skills Centre, Bodfari, September 2013. Photo Sue Loose.
Dragonfly art
This unknown artist’s interpretation of a dragonfly is decorating a wall at Colwyn Bay Railway Station.
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